T The Catholic Church in Korea Today

A young and dynami ¢ Catholic Church in Korea today
is bringin g many people to the Lord. Through various
programs of formation, the laity are becoming mature
and responsible  membe rs of the Church. The dynamic
role taken by the laity makes the Church a leaven and
a light for other Catholics and for non-believers as
well. The Church is active in defending the dignity of
human life by speaking out against abortion, research
using human embryonic cells, and the death penalty.
The Church also enthusiastically promotes Basic
Ecclesial  Communite s and defends the family through
various m ovements .

Having been in the forefront in promoting justice and
peace and demo cratization over the years, the Catholic
Church in Korea today continues to suggest new
approaches to emerging social issue s such as respect for
migrants and ecolo gy. The Church also takes the lead in
promoting Christi an unity and interreligiou s dialog ue.

Living in a divided nation, the Church makes unceasing
efforts for reconciliaton and the unity of the Korean people
and for peace and evangelizaton in North Korea. The
Church is saddened that there is no religiou s freedom in
North Korea and that the three existin g dioceses in the North
have not had any resident priests or religiou s since 1950.
Korean Catholics show their concern for the people of the
North in many ways, espe cialy in the areas of humanit arian
aid and me dical se rvice.

Remembering  with grafitude that it received much help from
other counties in the past, the Catholic Church in Korea
today is sending priests, religiou s, and other missionaries to
some Sixty countries, especially to poor and unevangelized
countries .

Whie remaining grateful for the graces God has showe red
upon it, the Catholic Church in Korea faces the extemal
chalenges of materi alism, secularism, relativism, individ ualism,
extreme competitio n, and the weakening of the family.
Intem aly, an increase in non-p racticihg Catholics and a
decrease in vocations cause great concem to the Church.
As Catholics live according to Gospel values, they now look
for other appropriate ways to evangelize the society. Our
Church begs for the mercy of God and asks for the prayers
and coope rationofal  Catholi cs.

128 priests
506 religious (men 46, women 460)

163 communities, 162 Mission stations, 193 priests,
137 religious in 61 countries
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.*. A Church Initiated by Lay People

Within the Country

Very exceptionally, the Catholic Church in Korea was
initiated  without missiona ries coming into the country
from outside. The Catholic community in Korea came
into being when Yi Seung-hun, one among a group
of Korean schola rs who on their own studied Catholic
books and practiced the faith, went to Beijing, was
baptized there in 1784. He then returned to Korea
where he spread the Gospel message and baptized
others.

Jesus' teaching on the equality of all before God created
a great sensation in the Chosun Dynasty where all of
society was highly stratified and where a person's status
was all-impo rtant. Although the young community of
Catholics had to suffer severe persecutions for almost
a century, it grew and flourishe d thanks to the many
martyrs who sacrifi ced theirli ves for the glory of Go  d.
During his vist to Seoul in 1984, Pope John Paul Il elevated
103ofthesema  rtyrs of Korea totheat aras Saints.

Now in the third milenium, the Catholic Church in Korea
strives to proclam the Good News of Jesus Christ,
especialy as it serves the poor and marginalized and
works forsoci aljustice .

T Important Moments in the History of

the Catholic Church in Korea

Publication of the First Korean critical translation of the whole Bible by Catholics 2005
The 44th International Eucharistic Congress 1989

The 200th Anniversary of the Introduction of the Catholic Faith
into Korea, Canonization of 103 Martyrs of Korea 1984
Beatification of 24 Martyrs 1968

Institution of Hierarchy 1962

Beatification of 79 Martyrs 1925

Freedom of the Faith 1895

5th Major Persecution 1866

1846 Martyrdom of Fr. Andrew Kim
Tae-gon, 4th Major Persecution

1845 Andrew Kim Tae-gon ordained as the
first Korean native Priest

1839 3rd Major Persecution

1831 Institution of the Apostolic Vicariate of Chosun
1801 2nd Major Persecution

1791 1st Major Persecution

1784 Baptism of Peter Yi Seung-hun, first Korean Catholic

40 Major Religions in Korea 1995 HM2005
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